
FFV E- Gifter package for Veterans Suffering from Dementia and Alzheimer's 

About: Alzheimer’s disease is a largely invisible, but pressing, longterm challenge in the 

military veteran community—impacting older veterans today, particularly Vietnam era, and 

younger veterans, many from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts, in the coming decades.  

The U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs (VA) estimates that more than 750,000 older 

veterans have Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. The VA estimates that the number 

of enrollees with Alzheimer’s grew 166 percent from roughly 145,000 in 2004 to 385,000 in 

2014. 

22 percent of all combat wounds in Afghanistan and Iraq were brain injuries, nearly double 

the rate seen during Vietnam—increasing these younger veterans’ lifetime Alzheimer’s risk. 

The prevalence of dementia diagnosis is two times higher among veterans with post-

traumatic stress. Minority communities are at greater risk for Alzheimer’s, and minority 

veterans are predicted to increase from 23.2 percent of the total veteran population in 2017 

to 32.8 percent in 2037.8  

https://www.usagainstalzheimers.org/sites/default/files/USA2_Veterans_Issue_Brief_Apri

l_10_2018.pdf 

Commitment: FFV commitment to this cause is dear to the founder’s heart since his father 

a Korean and Vietnam veteran suffered and passed away from this illness, as well as 

Sabrina Carnell - Williams  (FFV Grant writer’s manager) who’s mom suffered 14 years 

with the illness and Robyn James ( serving as FFV marketing director.) Robyn was the 

primary caregiver five years for her father, a veteran who suffered with Dementia. Robyn 

also created a dementia friendly training program for officers in Alabama ( still in use 

today.)  

Solution: To date, the VA is the only facility which offers support for veterans suffering 

from Dementia and Alzheimer’s, this process can take up to two years before the patient 

needs are met. Unfortunately by the time relatives realize what’s going on with their love 

one's it’s nearly too late, so they tend to panic not knowing where to turn. Again this is 

where our program comes in, we are the only program to-date that offers emergency relief. 

As we extend emergency help to our veteran's through this heartbreaking process, we offer 

immediate assistance while guiding them through longer term care with the VA.  

Funds in the amount of $300-$600 will be paid directly to the facility or a Power of 

Attorney Caregiver on a monthly basis. Our personal commitment is that we will not leave 

our veterans side until we’re comfortable they will be fine. 

 


